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M E N-T. Whereix it is Debated, Whether Monarchy 
07 4 Common-wealth be beſt for the People. 


is the beſt Form of it. 1 ſhall notamale che Reader with. curious far- 

MM. fetcht Notions ; bur deliver plain atid eafie Things. And ſuch as are 
thin all Mens knowledge, it they will buc the pains to conſider them. 
ppoſing thereforethar a People were at full Liberty ro chooſe a Government, 
e Queſtion is, What kind of Governitnent might berecommended te them, 
the beſt for them 2 Whether a Kingdom, or a Common- wealth > Which 
ebctcer to reſolve, I muſt clear the way by a few Obſeryations. 

Obferve firſt, T hat the Queſtion is nor, which of theſe Governments is ſim- 
v and of it ſelf rhe beſt ; bur which is beſt for Them : that is, for-the People 
fare now-to chooſe it, and that are to live ia it or under it. Ir is the Actors 
m{elves, and not the Spettators, that we delire to Content. And we know 

ountry Dance may be mote pleaſant rothem chat dance ir, when perhaps 

rench Dance would plcalc the Lookers on better. In our Plantations, where / 
& have great Familiestocarry on their Work, one may ſee yery plainly ;: 
at thoſe Families that moſtly confiſt of Slaves, are much more orderly, and - 
ty on their Work much better, than thoſe that conſiſt of Frecemen or hired 
ryants. But yet you ſhall neyer perſwade theſe hired. Servants to become 
ayes. For it is better for Them to beas they arc: and as it is their Maſters In- 
eſt to have them his Slaves, and the Plantation would thereby produce and 

it more : ſo it is Their Intereft to continue Free-men. Nor muit you tell 

m ( our of Hobbs ) that Slavery is a good Condition ; for they know and 
ethe contrary. Where a Common belongs to divers Pcople, one may plain-. 
ſee, and likewiſeway eaſily convince the People, that this Land might be- 
oaged ro much more advantage, if it were in one mans-hand. But wil 
ty therefore give up the Land to.one man, and part with their Common » 
hey will as ſoon part with their Eyes : it bcing clearly againſt their Jutereſt; 
tho it benever fo untoward to have Land in common ; yer they know it. 
ould be. much worſe for themſelves,to be clearly ſhot our and to have norhing. 
etme make oneorher Inſtance. . A great number of Metchants (Authority con- 
icring) joyn ina Company tor carrying on a. I rade.like the Eaf- India or Afri- 
mm Company. And this Trade they manage by a Committee, - or:ſele& De- - 
mics,.choſen from time to time by and our of —_ own whole number. There. 


| HE Subje& of this Diſcourſe.is Government : with an Enquiry, which 
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they bear great Burdens, the neceffiies of the State requiring it ; 'but ſince 
hey. fare no worle than their Maſters, 't muſt be confeſt they ate well uſed. 
the great Confluence of,Strangers to thoſe Proyinces, there toliye and 
ale, is alſo a ſign of a good and pleafing Government. Alſo wecannot find, 
wt that the People of Corfica liveecalily and happily. underthe Genoeſes, The 
Y-netians, Iconfels, are accounted hard Maſters. But they arenot rocompare 
ith a Celtain Ulachriſtian King 3 whoſe Government isthe greateſt Oppreſhon, 
hat ever rhe World knew. There was neverany Governmert in the World, 
hat made ſo many people "miſerable. And it would amaze one to think, 
hat ſo great, ſo brave, and ſo noble a Nation, ſhould be brought under ſuch 
xtrid (ſervitude, and made univerſally ſuch Drudges and Beggars. Ir is alſo 
cry. plain and evident, that the Venetians Government is much betterand 
ore pleaſing than the Popes. Their Territories joyn : and are of equal good- 
ie in themſelves. But that of Venice is infinitely in better condition : which 
an be imputed to nothing elſe, bur to their betcer Government. On the Ve- 
metian fide, you ſee a Country well cultivated, and full of 'People, and every 
way flouriſhing and proſperous. But if you paſs on intothe Pope's Dominions, 
:0u ſee nothing there but deſolaticn and beggery. gDr. Burnet, a very curious 
nd judicious Obſerver, hath madethis Obſervation : and all that Travel that 
way, cannot but obſerve the ſame. Ir iscafily ſaid,Better one Maſter than many ; 
and it may be ſaid as ealily, Better one Landlord than many Lazdicrds. But yer 
we ſee, that Tenants for rhe moſt part livermuch cafter under many Landlords, 
(1 mean Colledges and Corporations ), than under One. Bur ( as I faid be- 
tore ) the Queſtion is nor, which of theſe it is beſtro be under 3 Oneor Many, 
aKingdom or a Common-wealth : but the Queſtion is, Whether ir be better 
to-beunder a King, or, of a Common-wealth. TI ſuppoſe I need. not labour to 
make it out, that rob2under a Government, and of a Government, are two 
yery different things. And whatever Inconveniences may be fear'd or fancv'd 
in being under a Government, ſure in beingof it there cannot be fo much dan- 
r. A Veſſel of Water may cruſh that that is under it 5 but tHe parts of that 
Wie do not preſs one another, bur lic all at eaſe. ' In a Monarchy the King 
8 over all, and all others are his Subjes and Servants. And therefore who 
ever lives ina Mpnatchy., muſt be under it, except he be King. - So litzciviſe 
in an Oligarchy ( which is an ill-ordered Common-wealth ) where a few men 
enproſs the whole Power, excluding the reſt ; thoſe few men are over, andthe 
ref areunder. Burt in a wellordered Common- wealth [7 whercin. tho it be 
an Ariſtocracy, 'and rhe Chiet Men Govern ( as indeed they ought) yet none 
are excluded + and where thoſe Chict Men riſe by conſent of the reſt, and any 
one may come tobe ont of thefe Chief Men ] ; in {nach a State, the common 
Liberty makes them all Peers, fo tharthere is none under nor over. And ſince 
JF cycry one hath partof the Supreme Power, be 1s no more under anorher,than 
that other isunder Him. Like Poles in a Cops, tho ſome are bigger and 
higher than othets, yet none are over; and their Heads or Tops do all ſtand 
ln clear. And as for the Common-wealch in zeneral; asit hath been {id already, 
"Jl they are not under it bur of it. \ 
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'-mand, -faye only-ro thoſe charare fic for chem. and fuch are not every ' whe 
© to be found. for there are divers. Pople of a {ervile difpofition, that are'q 


out for Slavery, and for nothing elle : Genus hominum ſervituti natum, as 0 
lays of them. And thele are no way capable of a noble Condition, or { 
much as a noble Thought. Such kind of Cartel the Cappadocians were of ol: 


' In the leſſer 42: of whom: Strabo tells us this Story.: "The People of Cappad 


cia, fairh he, were for a long time under the Prote&tion of the Romans ; an 
were very faithful co them, both They and their Kings ! Burt art laſt their Kin 
dying without Heirs, and the Royal Race being extinct, they {cnt to the Se. 
nate of Rome to provide them- of a Government. After. Confideration, the $ 

mate return'd this Anſwer: Thar our of their great Good'Will-ro-the Cappad 

cian People, and for a reward of their Fidelity and conſtant Services ; the 
would free them from the Yoke they had tecn under, and would make them 

Free State. This did not pleaſe the Cappadoczars at all So they ſent a ſecond 
Meſſage to ſignity, That they had been.undec Kings time out of mind, and de 
fired fo to continue: and plainly that they could not live: without Kiagly Ge 
vernment. Wherefore chey humbly belought the Senate to give chem a King 
The Senate wonder'd they ſhould be ſuch beaſtly. Fools, as to prefer SubjcRion 
before Liberty ; bur ſince it was their humour, they: thought good to comply 


_ - with ir, and they did give them a King. This is the efftctt of the Story : which 


andieyidcat, - Ia Monatchics the thing is: more obſcure, and it muſt be confeſt, 


Tapply thus. Where there is a Pcople of this Cappadocian Wir and Spiric, it 
isas much in vain to recommend Liberty to chem, as to Horſes a1d Me1les; ot 
ſuch other Beaſts, whom: Nature-hath-ordain'd for Serviceand Drudgery.. 

Moxeover we muſt obſerve and conſider, that to Men of Senſe, nothing is 
ſweeter than Liberty, nothing more harſh than ro be under the Power of others 
And they would never conſent to this later, 4f mcer Neceflity did not drive 
them-to it : there bging-no other way to ſecure themſelves from-violence. 
For unleſs they ſubmitred roa common Power, that might-proteR them-trom 
one another as well as from Strangers, they muſt be in a perpetual Scate of 
War and Hoftility, and eyery mans hand would be againſt every man. 
There is therefore an ablolute neceſſity that there ſhould be a Government. 
Burt.yer-Wile men do all they can, to keep the Staff in ſome meaſure in their 
own hands: and they will be very careful, how they ler go, and where they 
place, this great Power: and they will rather keep it and cautiouſly diſtribute it 
—— » —— then give up all at once, irreyocably, roOne Man and his 
Poſterity-. : 

Theſe things are ſpoken, you will ſay, as iff Government were founded up- 
on-the Peoples Conſent. They ate fo; and all ſober Men hold,: that Govern-- 
ment is ſo founded. In particular, the judicious Hooker faies expreſly, That' 
there is no lawful Power, but by the immediate Appointment of God, or the 
Conſent of. the People. That Republicks-are eſtabliſht upon Conſent, is plain 
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thar moſt of then are primarily founded 'upon 'Force: and Fad, Though 
there isalſo a ſubſequence conſent, when People dare not refule to give it. '! Ag 
for Paternal Power, ic is at Invention-of L2ud's Diſciples : I mean the Arminian 
Clergy of England, . who have been for theſe many years the great Promoters: 
of Tyranny and Oppreſfion. Bur in all the World beſide, ' Paternal-Power as 
to this purpole was never heard nor dream'd of, Nor is it indeed poſſible that 
this Power Paternal ſhould be the Original of Government. For admitting 
that by rhe Law of Nature the Father hath abloluce Power over his Children : 


- yet when the Father dies, there's an end of Patcroal Power. Unleſs vou will 


ſay, that the Eldeſt Son hath then' the like abſoiure Power over his Bro- 
thers and Siſterss and his Mother likewiſe: which) it is madneſs to affirm. Bur” 
you mult alſo affirm and maintain, that whea the Eldeſt Son dies, the Heir of 
his Body (whether it be a Boy ora Girl) muſt have the fame Power over the 
Uncles : whici is a further Madneſs. Moreover even while the Father liyes, * 
his Reign hath many Weakneiles. Firſt of all his Wits is lubje& ro him as to 
a- Husband, but not as to a Sovereign. And his Daughters are ({ubje& to him 
before they arc Married, but nor after. Alſo when hepermits his Sons ro Mar- 
ry, he doth as good as bid them be Men of themſelves ; and be Fathers of Fa- 
milies,.even as He is. And what Dominion can he chim oyer his Sons Wiyes 
efpecially after their Husbands die, and they Marry elſewhere. Belides, -if 
this Father havea Father, or anElder Brother, or any Elder Branch of his Fa- 
mily ; the Childrens Allegiance (according 'to this DoGrine) muſt be due to 


| Them, and not to their own Father. Thus we lee, that the Opinion- that 


would make .Paternal Power the Foundation of Government, . has it ſelf no 
Foundation. | .*. 5. 
Having now premilcd theſe Obſervations, we may now fall upon the 'prin - 
cipal Matter: which is to Enquire, whether Monarchy or a Commonwealth 
be berrer for the People. and which of theſe were to be preferr'd, it they 
had their free Choice. The People here meant, are the People of a great © 
and large Country 3 which contains in ir many leffer Countrice, and many 
Cities. - But ro ſhorten the Butineſs, and romake ir calic and plain even to the * 
meaneſt Capacities ; let us conſider, which of theſe two Governments were 
beſt for a City. For that which. is beſt for a City, is beſt for a Countrey. TI 


- , Preſume the Reader cannot but be ſenſible, that the very purtingthis Queſtion 


decides the Matter. For it can be anſwer'd hut one way. It being the voice. 
of all Mandkind, that for a City the: Republican Form is beſt : thats, to be a-- 
Body Corporate, and to have the Government among tnemlſelves. Which 
isin effe&, to be a Commonwealth. And-therefore where-ever there-are Li- 
berties or Priviledges granted to a City, they chiefly conſiſt in this, thar the 
People be under the Form of a Republick.. Which alſo makes the difference 
between a City and a Village. And this is done for:the Encouragement ' of - 


. Trade. Which 1s of that mighty importance to a State, and fo great arr ad- 


vancer of: Wealth and Power, that: Soveraigns think themſelves: nnich con- 


 cern'd to encourage it. And they would nor chus, eyery- where, - favour thole - 


that manage it (that is, the Cities) with .ſettling.chem in the Form of oe 
: ICS: : 
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&ealons can be brought againſt ir. Let us thereforc hear, what Arguments the: 


Ment. -. þ ; NA ho 

'*. They will ay,.ic is a brave thing for One Man to'Command All; and to 
have this Power to Him and his Heirs. I confels*tis brave for Him thar has it, 
but.not for Them that are ſubjet.co ir. Allo waateyer this Perſon be himſfelt, 
his Hcirs may be raſh, or Fools, or Children, or as bad as bad can be. | 

"- Theywillfay he will keep a Noble Court, and live at a great Expence. Bur 
theſe Expences muſt be maintained by the Labours and Mileries of the People. 

> They will ſay that a weak Prince may have a Wiſe Councel. Bur who 
ſhallchooſe them? For ſurely the chooſing. a Wiſe Conncel, is a grear point 
of Wiſdom. © TT | BE7 

* ; They will ay that though a Prince be.none of thebeſt himſelf, yer he may 
hearken:to good Advice. Bur whodates give it2 For it is the Rule, never to give 
any adyiceroa Prince, nor let fall a word before. himybut what ſhall be pleatings 
* :- Though the Prince follow his Pleaſures, ſay they, yer he may have thoſe un- 
der him that will take care of his Buſineſs. Burt the Princes Bufine$ is another 
Mans Bufineſs, and they will intend ic accordingly. Whereas in a Common- 
wealth, Men in Publick Buſineſs intend it as if 1t were their own. For indeed 
it is ſo. | GE 
* They will talk much of the Pomp and ſplendor of Monarchy. But wiſe Men 


lick may be fo ordered, as to have very fine ſhews to pleaſe Fools. 

_ : They will reply and ſay, that nothing can compare with the Glories of a 
Crowned Head. But whoever wears the Crown, *cis more than an even Wa- 
ger, that Prieſts or Whores will ſway the Scepter..  _ = 

.- A Prince, they will tell us, muſt have a numerous Houſhold : and *cwill be 
a fine Preferment to be his Servants. Bur thoſe Services will be hard ro pet : and 
'tis mean and baſe to beServant toany man.: and Kings Servants are the great- 
eſt Slaves in Nature. . In the Policick Warehouſe in Parnaſſus, Boccalini relates, 
there were raft other. things moſt *curious Packſaddles. One ask*d the 
meaning of- thoſe finethings, and what they were for. He was told they wete 
for Courtiers backs : who could never bear the hard Servitude they wereunder, 
if they. bad.nort very curious Packſaddles. We ES 


.. 


-However, they will ſay. *cis a brave thing tohave the Princes Favour. But 


then *tis as ſad toloſe it: and withal *tisvery ſlippery, and ſoon loſt. Alfo ir . 


is commonly gotten by baſe Arts : more eſpecially by ferving the Princes Vices. 
{fhe love Wine, they muſt drink with him: if he loveDrolling,they muſt turn 
Buffoqps: if he love Women, they muſtbePimpsand Panders :1f he love Wony, 
:hey muſt be his Empſons and Dudleys: and if he love Blaod, they' muſt be his 
Blood-hounds. Morcoyer the grofleſt and moſt impudeat Hatreters, ate the 
moſt perfect Courtizrs. . T | + They 
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Ber we will acknowledge that the Warld is miſtaken inthisPraftice, it good: 
xdmirers of Monarchy will uſe, to perſwade a Ciry to Monarchical Govern. | 


re fer a Government that feels well; before One that ſhews well. And withal a 
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kind to Our ſelves. 
They will promiſc that the Pririce ſhall uſe us well, Bur *tis ſad to conſider; 
that he may uſe us ill. EEE I 1 
The good Example of a King will do much good. -But his bad Example will 
do more hurt. For more will followthe bad Examples: which alſo come ofcener. 
'Tisa Kings Duty (they will ſay) and -likewite his advantage, to promotrethe 
Publick Intereſt. Burt he hath commonly By-latereſts of his own : which: 
chwart the Publicky and which are dearer to him. » 
They will ayow, that *cis che perfe&ion of Monarchy' to have the King ab- 
ſolute. Yer if this donot pleaſe, it may be ſo temper'd, that the People may 
have great Liberties even undet a King. Bur who eyer ſtands up for theſe Li- 
berries is in great danger to be ruin'd ; and whoever helps to bear them down, 
or undermines them, or betrays thei, is'in the way ro Preferment. SuchaGo- 
vernmtnt is a Wraſtling-Match berween the King andthe People. If He throw 
Them, he will cruſh chem co dire; if They throw Him, they muſt cry hins 
mercy, and be ſorry.cH&y hurt him, and help him up again. e? 
They will faFallo, chat to the common People Monarchy and a Common- 
wealrh are little different. For *cis the ſobordinate Magiſtrates that the Peopl 
ar2 moſt concern'd with, being immediately govern'd by them: and. the 
muſt be in a Commonwealth, as well as in a Monarchy. But in a Common- 
wealth they are choſen by Our Selves,in a Monarchy they aretmpoſed uponus. 
Whence it follows, that in a Commonwealth we are always govern'd by thoſe 
we love : but too often in a Mcnarchy by thoſe we hate, and who confequent 
dy bate Us : for Hatred is ſeldom loſt. Which'Condition is mention'd in Scrip- 
eure, as one'of the greateſt of Carfes.” They th;:t hated them, ruled over them.-. 
Many other fine Arguments may be offcr'd cothe People of a Ciry;-ro in 
duce” than to ſet up Menarchy. Bur the thing is ſo uncoutk, and ſo mnct 
againſt the hair, that they will never beperſwadcd co it. . If they ſhould, wha 
fad work would itmake. Suppoſe the Ciry of London ſhould have aPrince, 0 
an Heredirary Lord Mayor withRegal Power. This Mayor dies: and his Sop 
2 young Spark, comes in his place : with Favourites and Companions as gtay 
as himſelf. Who, as young as they are, can help him to ſing 01d Roſe. Amr 
theſe Gallatits muft have the Publick Stock and Revenuecart their Command 
and muſt put in, and kick our, all Officers and Magiſtrates ac their plteaſur 
Were not the City like to be brayely. Govern'd: Here perhaps you will fay the 
the Government of .ch&&City is a thing that requires Perſonal Abilities :-an 
therefore none mult have ir, bur hoſe that are fir for it. And doth nor tt 
Goycrament of a-Nation tequirethe ſame 2: © | 
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Yom, chatw 20 a Ciry isgodd for a Country. Which. is not {os © 
vritio-irbegrantcd, that the Republican or Corporation way is beſt. for a Ci- I 
Fs yet for a iarge Country it is nor proper: in regard the People of a: large 
=Ountry. cannot ſo cafily and conveniently Aſſemble, as thoſe of a City can. 
For anſwer to this, I do acknowledge, thar if the ColleQive Body of the People 
vereto Govern, ſuch a Goyernment werenot proper nor praQicable for a great 
ountry, for the reaſon before given. But this is a bad fort of a Common- 
wealth, and is norfit ro be recommended to a People. Ir is asbad on the one 
band, for the Multirude to Govern ; as it is on the other band, for a fewto 
Govern excjudingthe reſt. Bur ſurely it they go the Repreſentative way, and 
here place the Power; an equal Repreſentative may with as much ecafeand 
Zonvenience be drawn out of a whole Country, as out of a lingie City; at leaſt 
he difference is not worth the ſpeaking of. A Repteſentatwe Common: wealth 
ay beaswide as the World, And thisſort of Goyernment ſome dare recom- 
end: and it recommends it ſelf. This, it it be rightly order'd, is the true 
Ariſtocracy ; which word importsthe Government of the beſt, and the thing 
imporcs the-beſt of Governments : there is non& ro compare with ic. Even 
Hobbs himſelf, the greateſt Champion of Monarchy, after he hath, in his Book 
De Czve, brought ſeveral Arguments: to prove Monarchy better than aCom-' 
mon-wealth, ( which yer he confeſb»sare not Demonſitations, of which he faies. 
the reſt of his Book conſiſts) ; he bids the Reader rake notice, that he bath 
Jiſputed all this while againtt Democracy ; tor as for Amgocracy, be hath no- 
hing to ſay againſt it. : TT? : 
' This is the Government, in which rhe moſt ſubſtantial-Men ( both for Parts and Eſtate ) riſe by 
prees, and according as they behave themſelves, from the leiſer to the greater Dignities. And 
his isthe Government, in which Goodneſs is the way to Greatneſs. *Tis not the niggardly Miſer, 
10r-the prodigal Fool, nor the conceired Humoriſt, nor the proud and infolent, nor the cruel 
J reflor, nor the debauch'd Scoundrel ; but the Diſcreet, the Courtequs, the Generous, the In- 
doftrious. the Vertuous ; that muſt hope to be prefer'd in ſuch a Government. Here gallanc AQi- 
ns of every kind are ſure to be rewarded: and gallant Men are the only Favourites and Minions. 
\nd men do not here come creeping, and crouching, and: fawning, and wairing,like a Spaniel for 
; Bone, (which muſt be done jn Monarchies, or there can be nothing gotten ) 3 burlike honorable» 
ufrors, they Court their great Cady and Miſtreſs openly and bravely : and rake all noble occafions 
b ſhew themſelves and pur themſelves forward, 'that She may ſee and know how well they deſerve 
ler favor. Such a Governinenr as this, would pur Spirit and Metral into the dulleſt Souls. 
| A Common-wealth is look* upon by many, as a firange, remote, unknown thing. Whereas 
(e ſee ir. every day, in our Cites and Towns Corporate. For theſe, as it harh been already 
oted, are reaily Commen-wealths : and if the Kingdom were caſt into the like Form, ic would 
bk a Grand Corporation, Yet divers that are of Corporations, ard there traſt the ſweetneſs of 
vipg in a Community, do hare the yery mention of a Common-wealth. when a Common-wealth 
ud a Corporation, I muſt ſay again, are bur oneand the ſame Thing under two different Names. 
nly herein lies the real difference, that whereas'in theſe ſmall Common-wealrhs ( and whichal- 
are but ſubordinate ) all thingsare mean and little ; -in a great- and Soveraign-Republiqne all 
ings would' be great and: Noble, - Even the Lord Mayor of London is-bur.a petty Officer, in com- 
lrifon of what the Lord Mayor or Chief Magiſtrate of Egnd would be. Where allo the Ruling 
-pate would be a Grand Coyre of Aldermen 3 and the whole Re FF, a Grand Common 
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